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came to be the case, in order that he may adequately realize
what Murchison's life-work actually was. I would ask him,
therefore, to accompany me in a necessarily brief survey of
the condition of geology in this country during the first
quarter of this century, with a glance at some of the
more salient characteristics of the leading geologists among
whom the retired captain and fox-hunter was now to take
his place. "We shall in this way be enabled to follow more
definitely the kind of work which lay open to his hand, and
to note what incentives and obstacles surrounded him on his
entry upon this new career.

Looking back to the beginning of this century, we see
the geologists of Britain divided into two hostile camps, who
waged against each other a keen and even an embittered
warfare. On the one hand were the followers of Hutton
of Edinburgh, called from him Huttonians, sometimes also
Vulcanists or Plutonists; on the other, the disciples of
Werner of Freiberg, in Saxony, who went by the name of
Wernerians, or Neptunists. The strife lasted almost up to
Murchison's time, though it had in its last years waxed
faint and fitful. But many of the combatants who had been
in the thick of the fight were still alive when he assumed
the title of geologist, and the current of geological thought
at that time had been largely influenced by the contest.

The Huttonians, who adhered to the principles laid down
by their great founder, maintained, as their fundamental
doctrine, that the past history of our planet is to be ex-
plained by what we can learn of the economy of nature at
the present time. Unlike the cosmogonists, they did not
trouble themselves with what was the first condition of the
earth, nor try to trace every subsequent phase of its history.
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